
 

  
www.western-isles-wildlife.com 

 
  

Autumn Gold 

30th September – 6th October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
www.western-isles-wildlife.com 

 
  

Summary: Strong winds throughout much of the week made for some challenging conditions 

although we still managed plenty of excellent sightings including some unexpected but very good 

views of Short-eared Owls in Uist and Benbecula. We had Hen Harrier sightings virtually every day 

(apart from when we visited Harris) and both White-tailed Eagle and Golden Eagle on 4 out of the 7 

days. Harris was as stunning as ever with the added bonus that we managed to find a drake Surf 

Scoter amongst the 150 or so Common Scoters in the Sound of Taransay. Wildfowl was indeed a 

feature of the trip with an obvious movement of Barnacle Geese during the last few days; a Snow 

Goose on Berneray, 2 drake American Wigeon and a cracking Long-tailed Duck as well as many 

others. Waders included some good views of Little Stints, Curlew Sandpipers and 2 Buff-breasted 

Sandpipers amongst the more regular species. We also found 2 Yellow-browed Warblers (1 on 4th 

and 1 on 6th) and 2 Lapland Buntings on the last day which were a nice bonus. Mammal wise we had 

all the regulars with both Harbour and Grey Seals, Red Deer and best of all some very good, 

prolonged views of an otter at close range. It was a great week despite the unusually persistent 

rough weather with each day producing its own highlight and plenty of surprises along the way 

illustrating that what-ever the weather, autumn’s a superb time to be in the islands.  

 

Leader: Steve Duffield 

 

Participants: Joe and Sandra Dobson, John Gascoyne  

 

Daily Dairy: 
 
30th September:  

Weather: A Moderate (force 5) south-westerly wind was blowing throughout the day with mostly 

sunny conditions and a little intermittent cloud. 

 

After meeting Joe and Sandra at Nunton in the morning we made our way to Borve at the south-

west end of Benbecula. A walk around the coast here produced a mixed flock of 2 Sand Martins and 

6 Swallows hawking along the dune edge as well as around 80 Linnets, Skylarks, Rock Pipits, 

Sanderling, Curlew, Redshank, a brief sighting of a juvenile Hen Harrier and a couple of Buzzards. As 

we re-joined our vehicle and started making our way back to the road a Merlin came hurtling past us 

which turned out rather unusually to be our only sighting of the week. We made our way to the 

airport in Balivanich briefly stopping by Coot Loch on the way where we spotted a couple of Gadwall. 

John’s flight arrived slightly early which was nice so once we’d dropped the bags off at the 

guesthouse we headed for Peter’s Port for our packed lunch. As we were sat in the picnic area a 

ringtail Hen Harrier dropped in and hung above the bushes for a couple of minutes providing some 

superb views as it appeared unconcerned about our presence and focused on something in the 

willows only 40 ft. away. We also had our first Hebridean Song Thrush, Robin and Twite in the 

willows as well as a Red Admiral floating around the sheltered site. 2 Golden Eagles appeared over 

Wiay and stayed in view as we made our way to the end of the road after lunch.  

 

From the pier at Peter’s Port the Golden Eagles were still on view for a while and a little closer whilst 

in the bay itself we had a distant Great Northern Diver, Black Guillemot, Cormorant and Shag. We 

also picked up Grey Heron, Red-breasted Mergansers, a Little Grebe and plenty of Harbour Seals as 



 

  
www.western-isles-wildlife.com 

 
  

we made our way back to the main road before turning north. Our next destination was Baleshare 

which is joined to the main island of North Uist by a causeway where we paused to have a look at 

some Bar-tailed Godwits. As we looked at these a distant White-tailed Eagle was spotted heading off 

to the east. We continued onto the island and parked at the coast before taking a walk across the 

machair. Another White-tailed Eagle was seen flying away from us whilst the fields were full of birds 

with a large flock of Twite wheeling around and masses of Golden Plover and Lapwings periodically 

taking to the air. We also spotted a couple of Ruff, 3 Little Stints but best of all 2 Buff-breasted 

Sandpipers that we managed to scope on the ground before they disappeared amongst the throng 

of other birds. We returned to the car and drove to the north-west end of the island where we found 

another 2 White-tailed Eagles; an adult and juvenile perched on the edge of the saltmarsh. A nearby 

loch held Wigeon whilst Teal, Gadwall and Shoveler were also found on the freshwater. As we 

started to make our way back to the main road a Short-eared Owl was spotted on a post by the 

roadside. This performed very well, flying back and forth past us and allowing those with a camera 

some superb opportunities. A male Hen Harrier also made a fly past before we left Baleshare. We 

finally took a quick look of the beach in Balivanich where we spotted a summer plumage Red-

throated Diver, 5 Slavonian Grebes, Eiders, Wheatear and a couple of Swallows rounding off a great 

first day.  

 

 
Short-eared Owl (Steve Duffield) 
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Hen Harrier (Steve Duffield) 

 

  
1st October: 

Weather: Near gale force 8 south-easterly winds with rain, backing south and then south-west in the 

afternoon with the rain easing to become more showery with occasional sunny spells. 

 

Conditions were less than ideal this morning with persistent rain although we did manage to catch 

up with a decent variety of birds with our first site being the South Ford. Here we managed to locate 

3 Curlew Sandpipers, Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Bar-tailed Godwits and Grey Plover. 3 

Shelduck were at nearby Balgarva whilst in North Bay we found more Bar-tailed Godwits, Turnstone, 

Ringed Plovers, Snipe and Wheatears. We made our way south across the Range from here although 

it was very quiet until we reached the cultivated area at West Gerinish  where we located another 2 

Curlew Sandpipers and 5 or 6 Ruff amongst the Golden Plover. The south end of Loch Bee held a few 

Wigeon and Teal and of course masses of Mute Swans that it’s nationally important for. We 

continued our journey down South Uist picking up 4 or 5 Swallows that were hawking in the lea of 

some trees behind the bike shop at Howmore. After Howmore we took the coast road along the 

west side of the island passing Peninerine where we found 2 Black-tailed Godwits in a flooded area. 

It was still raining so we tried our luck at South Loch Eynort in case there were any otters showing. 

We saw plenty of Harbour Seals but no otters. We were more successful bird wise here with a 

Kestrel and juvenile Hen Harrier as well as Greenshank, Stonechat, Robin and Wheatear. Our next 

stop was Bornish where we used the shelter of the church for our lunch. 

 

In the afternoon the rain began to ease and we made our way towards Rubha Ardvule, passing Loch 

Bornish were we had another juvenile Curlew Sandpiper with Ringed Plovers as well as Ruff, Golden 
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Plover and 3 or 4 Swallows. A walk out to the point at Ardvule produced more Wheatears whilst off 

the end we spotted a few birds passing including a juvenile Arctic Tern, Kittiwake, Great Skua, 6 Red-

throated Divers, a Great Northern Diver, Razorbills and Guillemots as well as the usual Gannets. A 

few Rock Pipits were noted along with a Ruff and both Harbour and Grey Seals; whilst along the 

shoreline we found a few Turnstones and Dunlin. Once back at the car we headed across the 

machair reaching the edge of Loch Bornish just as an adult White-tailed Eagle flew in front of us 

putting up a huge flock of Greylag Geese and another adult White-tailed Eagle creating a superb 

sight in all the commotion. This was shortly followed by a Buzzard that flew across as we left the 

machair and another, more distant adult White-tailed Eagle heading south. Presumably all this 

raptor activity was due to them being hungry after the wet weather during the morning. We began 

to wind our way back north and on route to Rubh’ Aird-mheichail we spotted a Hen Harrier hunting 

low over the fields. A quick look in the bay here produced 4 Red-throated Divers heading south and a 

Great Skua. Eiders were on the sea whilst a Ruff was with Golden Plover on the machair. We 

returned to Benbecula where we found 4 Ruff amongst Golden Plover at Torlum as well as a Kestrel 

and a more distant Hen Harrier. Nearby Coot Loch produced close views of a ringtail Hen Harrier, 

plus Coot, Gadwall and Teal. A final short stop at Stinky Bay finished the day with a few Bar-tailed 

Godwits, Turnstones and Redshank. Not a bad haul for a day that looked very unpromising at the 

start. 

 

 
Great Skua (Steve Duffield) 
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Gannet (Steve Duffield) 

 
 
2nd October: 

Weather: Gale force (8 – 9) north-westerly winds with occasional showers and sunny spells. 
 
Today we explored North Uist and started at Loch Sandary near the west coast where we found a 

lone Coot, 2 Ruff, Redshank, Snipe and a couple of Swallows. A large flock of Golden Plover in a field 

nearby also had 6 Ruff amongst them and a late Sand Martin hawking near some houses on the edge 

of the same fields. We moved on to Balranald where we noted a Corn Bunting by the visitor centre 

before making our way out to the coast and a walk around the headland of Aird an Runair. 2 Little 

Stints and a juvenile Curlew Sandpiper were on the shore with the usual waders such as Dunlin, 

Ringed Plover, Turnstones, Redshanks and Bar-tailed Godwits. Lots of Gannets were seen off-shore 

with passing Razorbills, Guillemots, Red-throated Diver and Great Northern Diver. Passerines were 

represented by Rock Pipits, Wheatears and Skylarks whilst a third Little Stint was feeding in the 

stubble with Golden Plover on the machair on the way back to the car. We adjourned back to the 

visitor centre for some shelter and our lunch.  

 

In the afternoon we made our way around the north-west and then the northern side of the island 

picking up a Hen Harrier, 2 Kestrels and 3 Buzzards on route as well as a Ruff with Golden Plover 

near Scolpaig; 4 or 5 Greenshank at Vallay Strand and a couple of Stonechats. We stopped at Oban 

Trumisgarry where we had good views of another Greenshank whilst nearby Loch Aileodair held an 

eclipse drake American Wigeon amongst a flock of its European cousins. We arrived in Lochmaddy 

about 10 minutes later and made our way down to the bay where we spotted a few Red-breasted 

Mergansers and a Black Guillemot. What we had actually come for was otters and our luck was in. 



 

  
www.western-isles-wildlife.com 

 
  

 

 
Curlew Sandpiper (Steve Duffield) 

 

 
American Wigeon (Steve Duffield) 

 



 

  
www.western-isles-wildlife.com 

 
  

 
European Otter (Steve Duffield) 

 

After one was spotted feeding out in the bay we made our way closer to the shore and eventually 

re-found it after an anxious 5 or 10 minutes, heading towards the rocks close by with a catch. After 

devouring this it started to hunt amongst the seaweed and around the pools close to where we were 

and during the next 15 minutes gave some superb views. It eventually spotted us and promptly 

disappeared but not before we’d enjoyed prolonged views up close. We returned to Benbecula and 

finished the day at Stinky Bay where lots of gulls were feeding on the water’s edge. A Guillemot past 

close inshore at the bay whilst Eiders were present in good numbers along with the usual Sanderling, 

Turnstones and Bar-tailed Godwits.  

 

3rd October: 

Weather: Strong (force 6) north-westerly wind with occasional showers and sunny spells. 
 
We had an early start this morning so that we could make the first ferry to Leverburgh in Harris. 

Once it had got light enough we started picking up birds on the Sound of Harris crossing with Great 

Northern Diver, Red-throated Diver, Gannets, Black Guillemots, Guillemots, Razorbills and lots of 

Shags all noted from the ferry. We also had a flock of 12 and then 3 Barnacle Geese heading south-

west around half way across the sound. We arrived in Leverburgh on time and made our way (after a 

cuppa and bacon roll) to Northton. We parked at the far end of the village and took a walk on to the 

machair with the highlight being a distant, adult White-tailed Eagle in flight, heading towards Toe 

Head from the north. Goldfinch and Chaffinch were feeding in a garden at the end of the road whilst 

a walk back through the township produced Linnet, a couple of Common Redpolls, Goldcrest, Coal 

Tit, Collared Dove and a large female Sparrowhawk. We also picked up more small flocks of Barnacle 

Geese moving south which totalled around 80 – 100 birds in all. Greenshank and Redshank were 
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seen on the tidal area as we moved further north. At Scarista a large raptor coming over the road 

turned out to be a Golden Eagle that although brief showed well whilst in view. Our next main stop 

was at Horgabost where we managed to locate a nice variety of sea duck and divers in the Sound of 

Taransay. Around 150 Common Scoters were spread out along the east side of the bay, in amongst 

which we managed to locate a very nice adult male Surf Scoter. Although distant, it was obvious 

through the scope with its large white head patches and brightly coloured beak. Other birds we 

found here included a summer plumage Great Northern Diver, Red-throated Divers, Eiders, 

Slavonian Grebes and a juvenile Arctic Tern. We made our way around to Luskentyre for a lunch 

stop. 

 

At Luskentyre we found Twite and Greeshank before we took a quick look on the beach. It was just a 

brief visit to admire the scenery before the showers came in and we made our way back towards the 

south end of the island. We stopped at Rodel and took a walk around the harbour, past the closed 

hotel and the medieval church. There wasn’t much bird activity apart from a Guillemot and Shag in 

the harbour but a nice walk non-the-less. We headed back to Leverburgh and during the short wait 

for the ferry spotted an otter feeding beyond the harbour wall. As the ferry pulled out from the quay 

the otter showed again to the west of the harbour mouth where it was feeding close to a small rocky 

island. Not long after this an adult White-tailed Eagle flew past the ferry heading west. The crossing 

was once again productive with 2 more White-tailed Eagles seen, Great Northern Divers (6 in 

summer plumage), Red-throated Divers, Black Guillemots, Guillemots, Razorbills, Eiders and lots of 

Shags. 2 Barnacle Geese were also seen, heading south-west. Back on North Uist we stopped by Loch 

Aileodair where the Wigeon flock was much larger today and we spotted 2 eclipsed, drake American 

Wigeon amongst the flock rounding off another good, if breezy day.  
 

 
Common Scoters (Steve Duffield) 
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4th October: 

Weather: Strong (force 5 / 6) west to west-south-west winds, cloudy with occasional showers. 

 
We made our way to Ardvule again this morning although it was pretty quiet apart from a few 

Gannets, a Red-throated Diver and a Great Northern Diver flying south, off the point. We took a walk 

around the north shore and as we reached the base of the headland 2 Great Northern Divers cut 

overland and 20 – 30 Barnacle Geese flew right over the point. Various waders were present along 

the shore and included Bar-tailed Godwits, Turnstones, Sanderling and Curlews. We also picked up a 

few Wheatears, Rock Pipits and Twite whilst nearby Bornish machair was very lively. A walk across 

the fields here produced masses of Skylarks as well as a large flock of Golden Plover. A single Black-

tailed Godwit was also present along with a Kestrel and 4 Buzzards. A brief stop at Bornish church 

produced decent views of a Golden Eagle hunting over the croft land to the south-east. We left the 

machair and made our way to the east side noting a juvenile Hen Harrier on the way to North Loch 

Eynort where we enjoyed our lunch at the car park at the end of the road.  

 
Red-breasted Mergansers and Harbour Seal were in the sea loch whilst a walk around the trees 

produced at least 1 Yellow-browed Warbler, a male Blackcap, lots of Goldcrests and a few Common 

Redpolls. We re-joined the main road and continued south to Kilpheder where we made our way to 

the west coast. Here we found more Bar-tailed Godwits, Ringed Plovers, Turnstones, Sanderling and 

Eiders whilst 8 Black-tailed Godwits flew north. Turning back north we spotted a Short-eared Owl 

hunting the rough grassland by the main road before we continued on to the South Ford. Grey 

Plover, Knot, Bar-tailed Godwits and Dunlin were all present on the tidal sands as we drove along the 

rough track bordering the south side. Finally as we headed back across Benbecula we found another 

Short-eared Owl, this time perched on a fence post not far from the road. We set up the scope and 

got some excellent views of it until eventually it flew across the road and started hunting the nearby 

fields; providing a nice ending to the day. 

 
5th October: 

Weather: Moderate – strong (force 5 – 6) north-westerly wind, sunny spells and occasional showers. 

An extra participant, Duncan joined us for the day in Benbecula before we made our way north. As 

we crossed the North Ford causeway 5 Barnacle Geese flew south-west over the road, presumably 

re-orientating after being blown off course. We paused to scan at Oban Trumisgarry and spotted an 

eagle species making its way along the coast to the west. Unfortunately despite getting it in the 

scope the angle of the bird meant that we couldn’t identify it although it was probably a White-

tailed Eagle. We continued up to Berneray and parked by the youth hostel at Rushgarry. A walk 

along the shoreline here produced a couple of Wigeon flying south, a fine Long-tailed Duck close 

inshore as well as Red-breasted Mergansers, Gannets and Black Guillemot, Waders included lots of 

Ringed Plover, Sanderling, Turnstones, Dunlin and Bar-tailed Godwits. Returning to the car we made 

our way to Loch Bhrusda where we found 3 Whooper Swans and Tufted Ducks on the loch whilst 

around 130 Barnacle Geese were grazing on the machair close by. At the south end of the island lies 

a more extensive area of machair that we drove across to the parking area near the south end. On 

route we had some nice views of a freshly arrived Snow Goose amongst a flock of Greylag Geese in 

the stubble. They walked away from us and into longer grass so we continued along the road hoping 

we’d get more views on our return. At the south end we took walk to the tremendous beach along 
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the west side of the island and picked up around 30 Common Scoter spread out over the sea. The 

circular walk took us along the south shore and back to the car, noting a couple more Wheatears 

along the beach on the way. We made our way back across the machair stopping to look at the Snow 

Goose that had moved into a more open area with more Greylags and a lone Pink-footed Goose. It 

was then Duncan pointed out that the Common Crane that had been reported previously was 

actually behind the Snow Goose. We also found masses of Golden Plover, 10 Ruff and lots of Twite 

feeding on the machair before we got back to the community hall where we enjoyed our lunch using 

the shelter of the building.  

 

In the afternoon we returned to North Uist and made our way to the west side taking the Committee 

Road. As we reached the high point along the road a female Hen Harrier was spotted hunting low 

over the hillside to the east before it drifted over the hilltop. Next we took a look at Loch Sandary 

where we found a few Snipe whilst nearby a Ruff was amongst a flock of Golden Plovers and a male 

Hen Harrier zipped past. We parked up nearby and took a walk from Balemore to Rubh’ Arnal. 10 

Swallows were hawking along the dune edge whilst other birds included Rock Pipit, Twite, 

Wheatear, Corn Bunting, Goldfinch, Ringed Plover, Turnstones and a pale-bellied Brent Goose. Lots 

of gulls were also present and 3 Whooper Swans flew in off the sea to the south. Back in the car 

again we made our way for a final stop on Baleshare picking up a ringtail Hen Harrier on route near 

Clachan. Baleshare produced Gadwall, Wigeon, Shoveler and Teal as well as various waders including 

Ruff, Sanderling and Turnstones. Pride of place had to go to the Short-eared Owl which once again 

showed very well perched on fence posts close to the road and ending the day on a high.  

 

 
Snow Goose (Steve Duffield) 
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Common Crane (Steve Duffield) 

 

 
Corn Bunting (Steve Duffield) 
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Short-eared Owl (Steve Duffield) 

 

 

6th October: 

Weather: Very light southerly wind in the morning becoming gradually windy in the late afternoon 
with rain later. 
 
Sandra and Joe were leaving on the ferry this morning so they stayed behind at the guest house 

whilst John, Duncan and I explored South Uist. We called in first at Grogarry Lodge where 2 Whooper 

Swans flew over and a Swallow was hawking around the trees briefly. There wasn’t much else so we 

made our way to Druidibeg Plantation. Red Deer could be roaring in the distance whilst bird wise we 

had some good views of a Yellow-browed Warbler flitting about as well as Willow Warbler, 

Goldcrests, Dunnock, 2 Common Redpolls and a Sparrowhawk. We returned to the main road for a 

mile or two before turning off once again, this time to the west. Stopping to look at the ducks on 

Loch Rog we found a female Scaup amongst a small flock of Tufted Ducks. At Stoneybridge we 

stopped again and took a short walk along the top of the storm beach where we got nice views of a 

Lapland Bunting amongst the vegetation on the side of the freshwater loch here. It flitted about 

calling until it and a second bird took up and flew off towards Vorran Island (Eilean Bheirean). Just to 

the south of here we stopped again at Rubh’ Aird-mhicheil where we encountered Sanderling, 

Turnstones, Ringed Plover, Dunlin and Bar-tailed Godwits along the shoreline. Off-shore were Eiders, 

Shags and Red-breasted Mergansers with 7 Barnacle Geese coming in off the sea to the north-west. 

2 Swallows were also using the shelter of the shoreline to look for insects. We left the coast and 

made our way towards North Loch Eynort picking up another Sparrowhawk on our way there.  

 



 

  
www.western-isles-wildlife.com 

 
  

 
Yellow-browed Warbler (Steve Duffield) 
 

We had our packed lunch in the car park at the end of the road at Loch Eynort although the action 

didn’t pause any, as a Golden Eagle appeared above the hillside behind us before drifting east. A 

Chiffchaff was calling in the trees also behind us and a Siskin flew over. To the east of the car park 

we could also make out the distinctive shape of a White-tailed Eagle perched on a hilltop. A walk 

around the trees at Loch Eynort produced a ringtail Hen Harrier, 12 Common Redpolls and a few 

Goldcrests. We made our way back north from here, calling in at the north end of Loch Bee where 

we spotted a Ruff on the water’s edge. Finally Coot Loch on Benbecula produced Gadwall, Tufted 

Ducks, Little Grebe, Moorhen and of course Coot. We said goodbye to John at the airport as he 

connected with his late afternoon flight to Glasgow and dropped Duncan at his guesthouse rounding 

off another excellent tour.  

 
 

 

Species List: 

Mute Swan   Common and widespread  

Whooper Swan Small numbers seen on 4 dates 

Greylag Goose   Very common 

Pink-footed Goose  1 was with Greylags on Berneray, 5th  

Barnacle Goose   Seen from 3rd in increasing numbers 

Brent Goose   1 was near Rubh’ Arnal, 5th  

Snow Goose    1 was with Greylags on Berneray, 5th  
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Shelduck   A few were seen at Balgarva 

Mallard    Common 

Gadwall   Localised sightings on Baleshare and at Coot Loch 

Shoveler   Similar distribution to Gadwall 

Wigeon  Common 

American Wigeon  2 males were at Loch Aileodair near the Loch Portain turning 

Teal    Common 

Scaup    A female was on Loch Rog, South Uist, 6th  

Tufted Duck   Common 

Eider Common 

Common Scoter Around 150 were in the Sound of Taransay and 30 were off Berneray 

Surf Scoter  A drake was in the Sound of Taransay, 3rd  

Long-tailed Duck 1 was off Rushgarry, Berneray, 5th  

Red-breasted Merganser Fairly common and seen daily 

Red-throated Diver  Small numbers were seen almost daily 

Great Northern Diver Seen on 5 out 7 days 

Little Grebe   Localised 

Slavonian Grebe  5 were off Balivanich and at least 10 in the Sound of Taransay 

Gannet    Common off-shore 

Cormorant   Common 

Shag    Common, especially in the Sound of Harris 

Grey Heron   Common 

White-tailed Eagle Seen on 4 dates with 4 on 30th and 3rd  

Golden Eagle Also seen on 4 dates with 2 on 30th  

Hen Harrier Seen every day apart from 1 

Buzzard Common 

Sparrowhawk A female was seen at Northton 3rd with others at Druidibeg and near 

Ormiclate, 6th  

Kestrel  Seen every day apart from 1 

Merlin    Unusual in that we only had 1 sighting on 30th  

Moorhen   Seen on Coot Loch, 6th  

Coot    A couple were on Coot Loch and another on Loch Sandary 

Common Crane    A lone bird was on Berneray, 5th  
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Oystercatcher   Very common 

Ringed Plover   Common 

Grey Plover   Fairly common 

Golden Plover Common with large numbers on Baleshare 

Lapwing   Common 

Knot    Noted on the South Ford 

Sanderling   Common 

Turnstone   Common 

Dunlin    Common 

Curlew Sandpiper  6 were seen on South Uist, 1st and 1 seen well at Balranald, 2nd  

Little Stint   3 were on Baleshare, 30th and 3 were at Balranald, 2nd  

Redshank   Common 

Greenshank   Seen most days in small numbers 

Black-tailed Godwit Noted on 3 dates 

Bar-tailed Godwit Common 

Curlew    Common 

Snipe    Common and seen daily 

Ruff    Seen on 5 dates 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper  2 were seen on Baleshare, 30th  

Great Skua A couple were seen off Ardvule, 1st  

Black-headed Gull  Fairly common 

Common Gull   Common 

Herring Gull   Common 

Great Black-backed Gull  Common 

Kittiwake Seen off Ardvule, 1st  

Arctic Tern Juveniles were seen off Ardvule, 1st and in the Sound of Taransay, 3rd  

Black Guillemot   Seen on 4 dates with good views in Sound of Harris   

Guillemot   A few were noted 

Razorbill   Seen on 3 dates 

Rock Dove   Common 

Collared Dove   Fairly common around some gardens 

Short-eared Owl  We had some excellent views on 3 different dates during the week 
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Skylark    Common 

Swallow   Noted on every day apart from 3rd  

Sand Martin    Late birds were seen on 30th and 2nd  

Rock Pipit   Common 

Meadow Pipit   Very common 

Pied Wagtail   Common 

Hebridean Wren  Common but often unobtrusive 

Hebridean Dunnock   Localised 

Robin    Seen daily 

Wheatear   Small numbers were still widespread and noted daily 

Stonechat   Common 

Hebridean Song Thrush  Localised around gardens 

Blackbird   Common 

Blackcap   A male was seen at North Loch Eynort, 4th  

Willow Warbler   1 was seen at Druidibeg Plantation, 6th  

Chiffchaff    A vocal bird was at North Loch Eynort, 6th  

Yellow-browed Warbler Single birds were seen at North Loch Eynort, 4th and at Druidibeg 

Plantation, 6th  

Goldcrest   Seen on 3 dates 

Coal Tit     A couple were seen at Northton 

Hooded Crow    Common 

Raven     Common 

Hebridean Starling   Very common 

House Sparrow    Common 

Chaffinch    Seen on 3 dates 

Linnet     Common and seen daily 

Twite     Common and seen daily 

Redpoll     Small numbers were noted around trees / gardens from 3rd  

Goldfinch    Seen on 2 dates 

Greenfinch    Fairly common around gardens 

Corn Bunting    Seen at Balranald and Paible 

Lapland Bunting   2 were seen at Stoneybridge, 6th  
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Mammals: 

European Otter We had sightings on 2 days with excellent views in Lochmaddy 

Grey Seal   Common 

Harbour Seal   Common in the more sheltered sea lochs 

Red Deer   Seen on a couple of dates 

Rabbit    Common 

 

Insects:  

Red Admiral   Seen on 30th September 


